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Season 4 Episode 8 


Space Cramp 


NASA Boardroom 1999 


NASA administrators gather around in a boardroom and Annie is present at the 
front of the room with a table with a large sleek silver rocket model on the table. Annie 
said, “| have analyzed the current design you use for your main spacecraft, the Space 
Shuttle and | have found it to be flawed.” Annie activates a projector and it displays a 
diagram of the bottom of a Space Shuttle where the black heat tiles are. Annie 
continues, “The black tiles protect the spacecraft from being destroyed in the violent 
inferno of reentry. These black tiles appear to be delicate and vulnerable to debris that 
may break off from the solid fuel tank at launch.” Annie switches the projector image to 
a diagram of a piece of foam debris breaking off the fuel tank at launch and striking the 
heat shields damaging them.” Annie continues, “This could prove fatal to the astronauts 
aboard the shuttle for when they reenter the atmosphere.” A slide is shown of a space 
shuttle being destroyed in reentry. Annie continues, “| have devised this design.” Annie 
shows the rocket design she has and she goes to the next slide and it shows technical 
specs of the rocket. Annie said, “This new space craft has the heat shields covered by 
a strong shield so it would never get struck at launch. This proto design is not to scale 
but the real thing would be much larger. It has a jet propulsion system that allows it to 
land on solid surfaces much like the kinds of spacecrafts we see in science fiction. This 
craft is perfectly reusable.” 


One of the administrators said, “Those are some pretty bold statements for a 
high school student that thinks she can single-handedly design something far better 
than our engineers could in years.” One of the administrators gets up and said, “Annie 
is a gifted student. She is at the top of her school. There is a flaw with the Space 
Shuttle’s heat shields and it could prove to be fatal. It hasn’t resulted in any tragedies 
yet but that doesn’t mean it never will.” The administrators give Annie’s designs stern 
looks. One of them said, “Our Space Shuttle is the pinnacle of what we have 
accomplished. Even if this high school girl is the smartest person in the world, there is 


no way one single person could come up with something better than the Space Shuttle.’ 
Most of the other admins nod their head in agreement. The admin supporting Annie 
said, “Wait for the day we lose another shuttle and you will reconsider.” One of the 
admins said, “That’s never going to happen.” 


Present Day (Some Few Years Later) 


Some NASA admins enter the mayor’s office. The mayor looks at the admins 
and he sees they are from NASA and he said, “Ah, NASA. What can | do for you?” The 
lead admin (the one that supported Annie in 1999) steps in front of the mayor’s desk 
and he said, “We are looking for someone that we believe lives in your town. Her name 
is Annie. Do you know her?” The mayor said, “Of course | know her.” The NASA 
admin said, “We need her. It regards the future of our space program and the future of 
humanity.” The mayor said, “I like the sound of that. There must be a pretty good 
reason why you would want her. She is crazy. She is insane. That is why she is 
detained in this prison of a town.” The NASA admin said, “She is one of the smartest 
people we know and we need her. If this is a prison and she is detained here, we are 
willing to arrange a way for her to be released.” The mayor said, “There is no way we 
are letting her out. She doesn’t belong in society. We have already been too lenient on 
her. She belongs in a rubber room.” The NASA admin said, “Il am sure we can pay you 
something or release her on the terms of a compromise. We can offer a generous sum 
of money.” The mayor said, “I’m listening.” The NASA admin said, “How about 
$50000?” The mayor laughs and he said, “My weekly salary is more than that.” The 
NASA admin said, “Ok. How about, $100000?” The mayor said, “Tell you what. You 
give me $200000 and | will throw in her sidekick too.” The NASA admin said, “That 
sounds like a deal.” The mayor said, “Another thing, she must be supervised at all 
times by trusted officials that are appointed by me.” The NASA admin said, “Well, we 
need Annie for this project and it looks like we don’t have that many other options. It’s a 
deal.” 


The prison truck drives and parks on a white circular platform. Annie and Jake 
are brought out of the truck and Isaac and Wayon follow them out. The lead NASA 
admin is there and he said, “Welcome, Annie. We are glad we can have you with us 
again. Come with me.” The NASA admin walks through a grassy field surrounded by 
white futuristic buildings while Annie, Jake, Isaac, and Wayon follow him. Jake said, “It 
looks like we are heading towards an empty field where there is nothing there.” The 
NASA admin said, “There is something here.” He stops and he taps the air and it 
reveals a vague outline of a reflective dome that is mostly invisible. The NASA admin 


said, “This dome is made using the indestructible technology Annie invented. That is 
why we keep our most important projects in here. This dome can withstand just about 
anything. This dome can even deflect laser blasts.” The NASA admin presses a series 
of key commands on a mostly invisible Keypad and they are let in. 


Annie, Jake, Isaac, and Wayon are surrounded by all kinds of experimental 
spaceships and space technologies. They spin around in awe. Annie goes to the 
admin and she said, “This is the first time in over four years where NASA invited me to 
give them my input on something. There must be something behind this.” The admin 
said, “There is. Over a year ago, we lost our Space Shuttle Columbia on reentry. It was 
destroyed because of the very thing you warned us about. If we listened to your 
suggestions, we would have hired you right there on the spot and you would have built 
a new spacecraft for us. We knew we needed you as soon as we found out about this 
tragedy. We had trouble locating you. We have you now and we can show you what 
we have done.” The admin takes Annie, Jake, Isaac, and Wayon to an engineering 
section where a prototype of the sleek rocket Annie designed in 1999 is being built. 
Annie said, “Whoa. You are building my design.” The NASA admin said, “We still had 
copies of your design schematics on file. We have built what we could from them but 
you obviously understand them better than us. We need your help to finish building this 
new spacecraft.” 


Annie, Jake, Isaac, and Wayon enter the rocket and Annie gets to work with the 
rocket. Annie uses a wrench to screw in the jet propulsion system while Jake, Isaac, 
and Wayon stand around Annie with no clue as to what they can do.” Annie works on 
the rocket and builds it and makes it almost fully functional. The rocket is brought 
outside to the landing pad where tests of the propulsion systems are done. 


Annie, Jake, Isaac, and Wayon are suited up into the spacesuits that will be used 
for the rocket. The NASA admin looks over them and he said, “We are going to test the 
systems the astronauts will be using on takeoff. You will take the seats of the 
astronauts and you will activate the systems using the prompts given to you by the 
computers on the ship. We will not be flying it yet as it is not ready for space yet.” 


Annie, Jake, Isaac, and Wayon get into their seats in the rocket as it is positioned 
upright and vertically. Annie sits in the commander’s seat and Jake sits in the pilot’s 
seat. Isaac and Wayon sit at the back and they pull out computer screens giving them 
prompts. Annie reads her computer screen and it tells her to pull a switch into place. 
Annie pulls a switch into place. Isaac and Wayon fool around with the controls and 
buttons next to them. Annie’s screen displays a confusing mass of text information. 
Annie presses some buttons and Isaac jumps up to her. Isaac said, “You are doing this 


all wrong. You need to hit it like this.” Isaac smashes his hands on the large control 
panel of buttons and he rubs his arms on them. Wayon jumps to the front and starts 
messing with Jake’s controls. Annie gives Isaac and Wayon angered looks. A computer 
voice in the rocket said, “Launch sequence initiated.” Jake said, “I thought he said we 
weren't going to be launched into space.” Annie said, “This rocket isn’t even flight ready 
yet. There is no way we are getting blasted into space.” 


The NASA admin is behind some computers displaying test results and they 
indicate that a launch has been initiated. The NASA admin said, “What the?” One of 
the people working at the computers said, “A launch has been initiated. | am trying to 
abort but this new computer system we are using is not letting me abort the launch.” 
The NASA admin said, “Use our communicators to...” The computer worker said, “We 
do not have communicators ready for the rocket yet.” The NASA admin said, “Get them 
out of there.” 


Annie and Jake get out of their seats and they head to the main door and they try 
to open it and it is locked shut. Annie said, “I thought | designed an easy to escape 
door.” Annie and Jake place their feet on the walls next to the door and they try to pull 
the door open but it is sealed shut. The rocket is blasted off the ground and Annie and 
Jake are sent flying around the ship. Isaac and Wayon are strapped in their seats and 
they laugh at Annie and Jake. Annie and Jake climb up the sides of the walls and they 
get to their seats and they strap in. Annie looks at the controls and she tries to fly the 
rocket back to earth. Annie said, “None of these controls are doing anything.” The 
rocket goes into earth’s orbit and Isaac and Wayon unstrap themselves and they play 
around in zero gravity. Jake looks down at earth and he said, “We are in space.” Annie 
said, “The controls still appear to be locked and they are not letting me do anything. We 
can't return to earth now. The positioning system is telling us we are orbiting far away 
from where our designated landing pad would be. We could end up somewhere 
undesirable and be destroyed.” Isaac said, “That is fine. | love space.” Annie said, 
“This ship is not flight ready. We don’t have enough oxygen tanks to support a full orbit. 
You are not going to like space as much when you are suffocating from a lack of 
oxygen.” Isaac said, “Well, all’s well that ends well.” Wayon said, “Space is the place 
and we will be in a case.” Jake looks more scared than ever and he said, “What are we 
going to do?” Jake’s body trembles in fear and he gets close to Annie and Annie hugs 
Jake. 


Annie looks through supplies in a supply compartment on the ship. Annie goes 
through some equipment and tools. Annie said, “Blast. None of this stuff would help us 
conserve our oxygen supply. The only thing we can really do is not breath as much.” 
Isaac said, “Ok.” Isaac starts taking in large gulps of air. Annie and Jake face palm. 
Isaac said, “Maybe we can throw someone off the ship. No one ever liked Jake. Maybe 


we can throw him off in space.” Jake gives Isaac an angered look. Jake said, “You are 
just going to get us killed.” Isaac said, “I don’t see you doing anything to save us, brave 
noble hero.” Jake said, “What can | do about this?!” Annie jumps between Jake and 
Isaac and she pushes them apart. Annie said, “I will try to find a way to take control of 
this thing. | don’t think there is anything any of you can do to help us.” 


Annie takes apart the front computer and she cuts some of the wires. Annie 
turns off the heating and Jake, Isaac, and Wayon look icy. Annie said, “I turned off the 
heating systems. It will save energy. At least this may make our systems last a bit 
longer.” Isaac said, “We are dead. You are only prolonging our suffering.” Annie said, 
“If it means we can be saved, then it is worth it.” Annie digs through the wires and she 
looks at the computer screen. Annie said, “I think | overrode the lock on the controls. 
Now | think | can fly us back into the orbital position we can land at and | might just be 
able to land this thing.” Annie takes control of the rocket and she activates the 
retrorockets on it and she turns the rocket around. She activates the thrust of the rocket 
and she sends it hurtling through Earth’s orbit. Jake, Isaac, and Wayon are sent flying 
to the back of the rocket. Annie controls the rocket and the back thruster breaks off and 
flies off into the earth where it burns up on reentry. Annie, Jake, Isaac, and Wayon look 
out the window and Isaac said, “Well, it looks like we are dead for sure now. It looks like 
this new experimental rocket of yours is now a cemetery in space.” Jake said, “There 
must be a way for us to be saved. We have faced tons of grave dangers in the past and 
we always pulled through.” Isaac said, “Yeah but none of them involved us running out 
of oxygen in an ill-equipped spacecraft built by Annie. If only her designing skills were 
as good as her looks.” Annie gives Isaac a stern look and she said, “Don’t get any 
ideas.” 


Hours go by and Annie and Jake are in spacesuits getting close to each other as 
they all look sick and their skin is light grey and pale. There is also ice on them. Isaac’s 
body is rattling with ice on him while Wayon stands on the side and does nothing. The 
computer screen in the ship flashes red and it said, “Warning. Oxygen depleted.” Isaac 
said, “L...L... Looks like... we’ve met... our... demise.” Annie said, “This is the first time 
| invented something that resulted in a tragedy. It is ironic since | invented this thing to 
prevent further tragedies.” Isaac points out a window and said, “What’s that?” Annie 
and Jake go to the window and they see a weird alien looking space frigate that is 
composed of round and curved sharp spikes with a ridged sphere in the center. The 
rocket flows into the main spherical center of the frigate and it is locked inside a hangar. 


The front door of the rocket is cut open with a fusion cutter and some grey 
skinned generic henchmen enter the rocket. One of them said, “You have entered 
Vontor’s Mobile Palace. You must report to Vontor at once.” The henchmen grab onto 
Annie, Jake, and Isaac’s mostly useless bodies and Wayon is grabbed too and they are 


brought into the warm dark office of Vontor. The office is round and dark and it has gold 
and orange streams flowing around it. They are brought to Vontor where he stands as a 
large black caped figure with a vertical rectangular head with curved edges. He looks 
down at them and he said, “Annie, Jake, Isaac, and Wayon. | know all there is to know 
about you.” Jake said, “Who are you and how do you know about us?” Vontor said, “I 
am Vontor. | know everything there is to know about everything. | have been living in 
orbit of your planet for decades. He have used my all powerful telescope to look down 
on the planet. | have studied your people and | have been able to watch everything that 
has happened. You are the overly smart Annie that built that rocket. That rocket is a 
technical marvel. It would be a powerful force to be reckoned with if it were completed.” 
Annie said, “If you are just another alien that wants to invade earth, then | will not play a 
part in your stupid invasion plan.” 


Vontor said, “You don’t have a choice. My physiology is far superior to yours. | 
have a body that is silicon-based so | can live in the vacuum of space. | have the 
strength to throw you out into space if you don’t comply with my demands. | know you 
are nothing but a prisoner down on earth that has been wrongfully detained in that crazy 
town. Alife up here is much better. You will be honored for your achievements. | know 
that mayor has been nothing but a major hinderance in your pursuit to become one of 
the greatest people in the world of science and technology. We can destroy him. | can 
have you rule the world.” Annie said, “You seem more like a freak than anything else.” 
Vontor said, “Well, the choice is yours.” Vontor turns his attention to Isaac and Wayon 
and said, “Isaac and Wayon. | know you work directly for the mayor as his loyal toadies. 
You don’t have to work for that fool anymore. You can work for me where you will get 
paid way more.” Isaac said, “Sounds like a deal.” 


Annie works on her rocket as Vontor supplies her with equipment and technology 
to perfect the rocket. Vontor said, “With these upgrades for the rocket in place, this 
thing will be pretty much indestructible. The shielding on this thing will be so superb 
that it can survive just about any kind of attack possible. | think that is what you 
intended for this thing, am | correct?” Annie continues working away as Isaac and 
Wayon deliver platters of food to Vontor. 


Annie reveals the completed rocket to Vontor. Vontor claps and he said, “l am 
amazed. Now | want you to work on my next major project. It is my particle cannon.” 
Vontor takes Annie to a particle cannon that sits in the middle of a round room being 
placed into a telescope that is looking down at earth. Vontor said, “Once you finish 
working on this, you will be respected as a god by the people of earth.” 


Jake walks around the halls of the frigate and he comes across Isaac and Wayon 
scrubbing the walls and the floors with space-age cleaning supplies. Vontor walks by 
them and he looks at Isaac and Wayon and he said, “I have another clog in my toilet 
again. | need you to clean it.” Isaac and Wayon salute Vontor and Isaac said, “For 
more than what the mayor pays us, consider it done.” Jake goes up to Vontor and said, 
“What do you want me to do?” Vontor said, “Well, | Know you are not that bright nor do 
you possess any noteworthy qualities. You can just wander around and give us 
something to laugh at every now and then.” Vontor walks off and Jake spots a door that 
reads, “Database.” Jake sees it slides open and someone walks out. Jake slides in the 
door and the door violently slides close missing Jake by a thin margin. Jake finds a 
computer and he sees it contains a large directory of data. Jake goes through the files 
and he finds a folder with information about Annie, Jake, Isaac, and Wayon. Jake reads 
the files on Wayon and it shows that Wayon is strong enough to take on Vontor and 
defeat him in a battle. Jake finds pay stubs for Isaac and Wayon from the mayor and he 
finds the ones Vontor has been giving them. Jake reads that Vontor pays twice the 
amount of pay the mayor of crazy town pays Isaac and Wayon but Vontor pays them in 
the currency from his home planet which is worth barely anything in USD. Isaac and 
Wayon are actually getting paid nowhere near as much as they were before. Jake 
prints out the documents. 


Jake finds Isaac and Wayon in the garbage disposal system as they look around 
in the trash. Jake walks in and he said, “Isaac, Wayon, | found this.” Jake waves the 
papers in front of Isaac. Isaac picks them up and he said, “Let me see those.” Isaac 
reads them and he said, “That cheating lowlife. He is paying us way less than what we 
were paid before.” Isaac shrugs his shoulders and continues, “What's the deal with this 
anyways? At least we are still alive and have mindless work to do.” Jake said, “You 
don't care that you are being severely underpaid?” Isaac said, “Well, we still get food 
and entertainment so | guess it doesn’t really matter then.” Vontor walks into the 
disposal and he said, “Isaac, Wayon, did you find what | sent you for?” Vontor spots the 
papers in Isaac’s hand. Vontor grabs them out of Isaac’s hand and he said, “Where did 
you get these?” Isaac points to Jake and he said, “Jake handed them to me. | saw 
him.” Vontor said, “That is a lie. Jake is dumb and mentally unable to conceive the idea 
of giving you such papers. This is your doing. The only punishment for coming across 
confidential Vontor information you are not supposed to come across, is being sent out 
into space. Attack!” Vontor’s henchmen come running in and Isaac and Wayon fight 
them off. Wayon smacks them down and Isaac and Wayon head for Vontor. 


Wayon and Vontor engage in hand-to-hand combat with each other. Wayon 
grabs onto Vontor and he throws Vontor through some walls smashing them. Jake runs 
up to Annie working on the particle cannon. Jake said, “I turned Isaac and Wayon 
against Vontar.” Annie said, “Perfect timing. | just got this particle cannon running. | 
just need a target to test it with.” Wayon and Vontor smash into the round room with the 


particle cannon. Vontor grabs onto Wayon’s neck and he strangles Wayon. Isaac 
jumps to fight Vontor and Vontor grabs Isaac by his leg and hangs him upside down. 
Vontor said, “Now Miss. Annie. It is time you blast down crazy town and destroy the 
people that have despised you for years.” Annie looks into the viewfinder of the 
telescope and she aims the crosshair over the NASA complex where her rocket was 
launched from. Annie sees a thin rough outline of a dome on a large field of grass. 
Annie fires the particle cannon down on the dome and the beam is deflected off the 
dome and it flies back and it destroys a large section of the frigate. 


Half of the round room is exposed to the vacuum of space. Annie and Jake grab 
onto objects and they climb out of the room slowly. Vontor stands in place and he said, 
“You won't get far. This place is destroyed but | can live in space.” Wayon stretches out 
his arms and he smacks Vontor and Vontor releases his grip on Isaac and Wayon. 
Wayon grabs onto Isaac and he gives Vontor another smack and Vontor is sucked out 
into space. Annie, Jake, Isaac, and Wayon head for the newly upgraded rocket. Annie 
gets into the commander’s seat while Jake takes the pilot's seat and Isaac and Wayon 
get to the back seats. Annie blasts off and she sends the rocket heading towards earth. 
Vontor grabs onto the back of the rocket and he keeps it from flying off to earth. Annie 
uses the upgraded thrusters and she zips off towards earth. Vontor is stuck gripped 
onto the outside of the rocket. Vontor keeps using his fists to smash the rocket and it 
cracks slightly. Annie pilots it to the NASA complex. The rocket begins to reenter the 
atmosphere. Vontor keeps attempting to smash the rocket and he further cracks the 
outside shell of the rocket. Vontor keeps smashing away at it in the intense inferno of 
reentry. Vontor keeps smashing away and Vontor stops as he gets disintegrated in the 
intense heat. Annie lands the rocket back at the NASA complex and they all leave the 
rocket. 


Annie said, “Il knew we would get out of this.” Jake said, “Il am never going to 
complain about life in crazy town again.” 


